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Hello again! I have finally found time to
sit down and write something for the
computer club newsletter — I know it 1s
yet again late, but my life has been

Contents

Adrian’s Ramblings 3 hectic recently, and I have just had three
weeks of exams — as [ am now in my
Gwen’s Corner 6 final year at University these were very
important, and so they were put before
Recovery Utility 8 the club — for which I am very sorry. While I am
apologising 1 would also like to say sorry for the
Logo Competition 10 contents of the ramblings this month — after reading
through it there doesn’t seem to be much relating to
Useful Skills 11 computers in it — so this one is definitely for all
those people (yes, I am thinking of you Barbara!)
Story Time who only read the ramblings because they have no
interest in the other pages!
New Club Web Page 15
[ hope that I will now find some time to be able to
Graffiti Page 17 write the rest of the newsletter, as it is already three
weeks late, and I have yet to write anything! But
still, at least that means its up to date, doesn’t it?
(Today is the 29" January 2000 — just in case you are
interested).
I hope you all had a merry Christmas and a happy
- new year/century/millennium (delete as per personal
The Computer Club The opinions expressed in this Newsletter beliefs — I think the millennium starts next year, but
Adrian Hooper are not necessarily those of the Editor, or of there you are!), and that you have not felt too many
40 Kilmersdon Rd The Computer Club. Whilst every cflor effects of the “Y2K Bug”. I haven’t yet come across
Haydon has: been made to ensure the accuracy of the 'g ' y
Radstock articles, we cannot be held responsible for a computer that has given up completely, though I
Bath any mistakes, misprints, or the service of have seen some problems — enough to give any
BA3 3QN any advertisers. All trademarks are used for financial package a breakdown anyway. Although it
identification purposes only. '
(01761) 436276 was expected that computers would think 1t was

adrian_Hooper@bigfoot.com 1900 (or other date — I don’t know why, but comput-

ers seem to default to 1982 — if you know why,
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please let me know), however, I have come across more that think
the year 1s now 19100 — this 1s a bit puzzling as it would require an
extra digit being stored in memory, and the whole point of the bug
was that it was caused by not enough digits being used. I don’t think
anybody can argue with the computer logic though, as it seems quite
natural that 19 100 should follow 19 99, at least to me anyway.

As I said at the start of my ramblings, 1 have just finished three
weeks of exams, so am now looking forward(?) to the next semester
of study, after a holiday of just 2 days — if anybody else thinks a
system by which your exams are straight after a Christmas holiday

(that 1s what it is called, although 1t 1s obviously considered to be a

revision period), and then the next semester starts immediately after
that just a bit cruel, let me know! As the system stands 1 have been
concentrating on University work since September, and will not get
any sort of break until the year 1s over (there is another break at
Easter — during which a 60 page report has to be written — so I can
sec that that will be very relaxing!). And for those who think a
student gets away without doing very much, I have 19 hours of

another pet hate at the moment — don’t get me started on that one),
and can also expect to spend up to another 19 hours a week
(recommended!) time working on coursework, problem sheets, lab
project etc. 1 obviously chose the wrong course!

I mentioned buses in the previous paragraph — so getting a bit more
relevant to computers, did you know that First Badgerline have a
website? Well, if you get yourself to www.firstbadgerline.co.uk, you
can print out the timetables for their services — and even sign up to
have them e-mail you if there are any changes! Sounds wonderful,
but with typical efficiency I have just received notification that some
of the services would be changing on Sunday 23™ January (please
bear in mind that it is now Saturday 29"), but the e-mail completely
failed to tell me what services would be affected! What a brilliant
use of technology!!
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Just one lasi thing — I think Gwen Hoskins deserves a special
mention for managing to put together the last issue (take it from me,
writing the articles is only half the battle — fitting them onto the
pages is just as hard) in her new capacity of Newsletter Editor — great
job! I must also thank her for badgering me into actually getting
down and writing something — even if it is only the ramblings so far

Must go, if I don’t finish this soon, there won’t be any room for any
other articles!

See you next time — Hope you enjoy the rest of the 1ssue.
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Well, folks, here we are in February already. I sincerely
hope everyone is free of bugs by now — both the millennium and
the medical variety. Christmas 1s now long gone into the past
century, leaving only a hole in our bank balances and indigestion.
Though I have to admit that it was my Computer that suffered
from indigestion in our household.

For some reason I managed to jam up most of its memory in
C Drive and every programme came up with the caption “cannot
proceed due to lack of memory”! Very frustrating — especially as
there was masses of it free in D Drive! Even when I had
frantically deleted every unnecessary file I could find it still
stayed ‘jammed’. And Yes, I did empty my recycle bin! How-
ever, in the process of clicking on every visible — and sometimes
invisible — 1con, I discovered that under “Scheduled Tasks”, the
maintenance, and tuning tasks were all set to perform automati-
cally either weekly or monthly at 1 o’clock in the morning. Well,
as I naturally switched my computer off every night these had
never been carried out! I therefore left my computer on ‘stand by’

for the next few nights and — lo and behold- I now have plenty of

memory space again. Don’t ask me why — I’m just thankful I can
now use the thing again.

It’s funny, really, how you always seem to come up against
problems with your own computer that you never hear of happen-
ing to other people's. I think they must be as temperamentally
individual as the old fashioned cars used to be. They’re fine once
you’ve learnt how to handle their odd little quirks. Or is it just me
and my computer? I should be interested to hear other members’
views on this.

Computers also have a happy knack of coming up with a
language that you have never even heard of — mu« ti less read! I
received a wonderful description of this, from a t11end to whom 1
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had sent an E-mail with an attachment. I’m not sure what I did as

this was my first attempt at ‘attachments’, But his reply was * When
I thumped the paper clip....I landed up with what appeared to be a
scientist’s idea of the inside of a honeycomb!!! I know the feeling.

I should love to hear of any of your ‘hiccups’. So come on, every-

! one, Give us some feed-back. Write a letter - send a joke - tell us
your problems -anything! Surely some-one has a question they want
answering, or a helpful hint that would benefit others. How did you
solve that unexpected hitch - or didn’t you? Is your Computer a

help with your hobby? If so, how, what and why? Write it down -
just the outline if you like, and let Adrian or myself have it. If you
prefer it can be annonomous. But please, let’s hear from you.
Finally 1 must apologise for this edition being so late. Be-
: cause of this we are combining the January and March newsletters
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and the next one will be out in July — hopefully on time.

i Happy computing.
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BRIGHT IDEA

f You can print multiple copies of a long document and have the pages
collated in order. In the Print dialogue box click on the box beside
Collate. Enter the number of copies you want then click O.K.
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