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Hello again evelbody! So
herewe are once again it doesn’t
seem5 minutessincethe lasttime |
hadto sit down andwrite articles for
the newsletter,but Gwen hasstarted -
to ask for articles,so | guessit has
beenseweral months! Thosereading
the last newslettermay have been
somewhatonfuedwith thedates |
know | was as it was originally
intendedto be out earlie thanit was.
Recenty the chtes laveall been messedp, sol hope
that we will get that sorté out from now on.

I must start by thankirg everybody for ther
support during my exams recently, particulaly to
IreneBurckhell for taking one of the meetingsand to
evelybody elsefor agreeing not to havea meetingin
May. You will be pleasedto hear that | have
achieveda 2.2 overall on my Physicsdegree which
is good enowgh for me! (I hopethis makes senseto
you it seemsa strarge way of giving resultsto me)
So | have now finished University and have staited
looking for ajob soif anybody knows of anything
going, let me know.

This monthmy articlesare going to hawe a bit
of a recuring theme finance.| have received a
number of requestsfor informaion about online
banking and financial softwarethat can be usel by
homeusers,so | hawe (well, will really | haven't
written it yet) deciced to put the two thingstogether
in this newsletter.| also hopeto manag a couple
more articles, so ewill see howl get on.

Bye for now until nexttime!

Adrian



Finally, we havesone newsthat| canrepat here even
if everybody alread/ knows it!
During the last month | have finally managed to get the
club websitemore or less finished and uploaded,and for those
who don't alr@ady know, it can be foundt:

http://www.thecompclub.org.uk

andnot attheaddresdistedin thelastnewsletter(if you go
there thee is a link to this site)

The Club website as it exists on mycomputer



I hawe beenputting togetherthe site for a while, and have
learnta lot abouthtml in the process,and it is now availablefor
peopleto view anduse.l will try to keep the site asup to dateas
possible.andwill eventualy geta lot moreinformationuploaded.|
hopeto beableto getcopiesof everything | handout at meetingson
the site for you to eitherview or download.If there is anything you
would like to seeon the site, or any links you feel peoplemay be
interestedn (there is alread/ alarge page of links this still needs
somework doneon it, so pleasesendme ary links as soon as
possible),pleasesendan e-mail to webmaste@thecompclub.a.
uk or simpy fill in the forms on the site!

This is just one of the major breakthroghs made available
this month.If you areinterestedn gettinga new e-mail addressn
the form yournaméthecompclub.og.uk just let me know you
don’t evenneedto havean existingaccountwith an ISP, aslong as
you hawe acomputer wih a modem!

We havealso recently launchedthe club e-mail mailing list.
There is a growing list of subscribersto this service,in which
anybody can senda mesage to everybody elsesimply by sending
one e-mail to list@thecompclub.org.uk | will then check the
messag for viruses and other nasties before allowing it to go via
thelist. | hope to be addng Virus newsto the mail on this service
before long. To subscibe to this savice, send an e-mail to
mail@thecompclub.gruk with ADD TO MAILING LIST asthe
subject.



There's been a minor mutiny in our hou® since the lag
Newsldter. My computerhasbeenoljeding to the type of work I'd
beenaskingof it sometime now showingherdispleaureby crashng
at the mostinappgopriate moments. And since I've uppedthe amount
of desktop publishing ard digital imaging, the crasheshave been
comingfastandfurious. black,blueand weéll, younameit! At last
| gavein to the® unsulile hints and sent her in for a heath check
Howevertha wasrit the erd of it by alongchalk. Oh, shewas hetihy
enough but now she wasdemandinga completeface-lift. It wassoon
obvioustha, if | wasto expecther full co-operaion in the future, | was
going to haveto give in. So the full facelift it was. | agreedshe
shouldhavean extra 10 GB’s of memory,64 more MB’s of Ram, a
DVD Drive anda CD Writer. Maybethe lag two were morecosmett
but hatwasto indulge me rater thanmy computer.

The trarsformation was miraculous. Wher as before | had a
reluctant oldcathorse now | havespilited racehose eageto pefform
my every whim. Definitely worth the surgeryinvolved. (At least urtil
somethingelse goes wrong!) Can you see the differencein this
newsldater? well, maybenot the human fingers behird all this
techrology didnt get any &celft. noteven aihgerlift!

Computersare suppo®d to repraluce exadly what our human
fingersaskof them. But if thosesamefingerspress the wrong buttons
the computercan comeup with somevery weird interpietations. For
example,while | was putiing togethe this newdetter, | accidenaly
tried to add a picture in text format. The resut? The newsktter
suddety had an extra one thousam and fifty five pages of
unintelligible hieroglyphicd!! | don’t think Adrian would have been
very pleasedif he had to photoopy tha lot. Have you had any
unexpeted results? If so, E-mail them, together
with any other Quips or Queries to
editor@thecompclub.org.uk for inclusionin future
newsletters. S
Happy computing Gwen




Microsoft Money
2

| am surethat dmosteverypersm readingthis has consideed

using thér computerto gore finandal information but how doyou go
aboutdaing it? If you really fed like punishing yoursédf, you can

simply use a spadheé¢ but it will be tard wak, and wil not be dle
to tell you much more than simply keepingpaperrecords.By far the
bestappoad is to purchase aaccourting sdtware  and for the home
userthis meanseither one of the programsfrom Sageor MicroSdt. |

havechoserto reviewMicroSot Money2000hereasit is the onetha

I own anduse(the chdce of which packagewaseasy Money cane
with my PC). Sagesoftware works in a very similar way, and it is
purdy a matterof peisond preferenceas to which you use.Pleasenate
tha | amnot usingthe busnessversion here  and althoughyou could

keep business accourts usng the program,you would ddfinitely be
advised to purcha® the full Business sute (that goes for Sage
programsas well as MicroSof). | am not going to give pricing or

availablity deails here, as the sdtware can be purchaed almog

anywhere, wth prices varyng depending on vem.

Sofirst what benefits can be gainedfrom using the software
over paper'spreacghed? Well it provides a smple way of keephg
detal s of manydifferert typesof acouns, rangingfrom Cashthroud
Current Accounts and Savingsto InvestmentPorfolios. This can be
difficult to keep on pape. It is also possble to have the compute
remember repatng trarsacions, and auomaticdly take the® into
accoun to allow you to foreast account bdancesat a point in the
future. It is also posgble for Moneyto conred to theintemetto check
your ac@unt transad¢ions | havent tried this, as | prefer to do this
myself (e dsewterein this issue)

Okay, solet'sstart | havedecidednot to show how to go about
seting up each accaint, as Money itsef is more than capale of
showingthat! Instead | will use a samplefile provided with Money
(dakesare a little obscuie now asover 1 yearold) to show someof it's
abiities. How manyof the fadlities you use,andhow muchassisane
you allowthe ftwareto give you is etirely upto you.



On opering the Samplefile | am giventhe following screen (canbe
completdy customisedaacordng to your wisheg it all looks a bit
confusingto beginwith, but it is jus makingsureyou getasmuchinfo as
possble right from the start. | will menion now that therearetwo waysto
useMoney ether by hand, or usng the Seup Assstant. It is probaly
bestto usethe Sdup Assktart to begin with, and then use the ‘manual’
method as you get uséalit.

As you cansee,there is alot here for you to look at, and many of



the wud tasks (ecading ransations ¢c) are avaiable staight away.

The patt of the sdtware | find | usemostoften is the aceount
regiser which looks lke this:

As you cansee the registe is very similar to a standardbankstaement,
with a sedion athe bottom of the screenfor you to fill in Withdrawds,
Deposis or Tranders theseforms are very similar to the layout of
chequs, andare trerdore very easya fill in.

The patt of this that se@mraes Money from a Spreadgheg¢ is the
Categorysecion you cancreae caegoiesand subcategoies (in the
example Books & Magazines is a subcategory of Leisue &
Entetainment) so that you can categorse all your income and
expendture which makest easy to se whee yourmoney goes!

There are othe parts to Money including extersive advicesections,
but ahe patsthat ae dten usedarethe Accourt Manage:



This is where al your account are sd up and ddails (i.e. account
number,addess etc) deat with as you canseeyou canhave a vaiiety
of acourts & the ame tine.

Also usful is the Repas scion:

Here you can choo® the repat you would like to view (or
customiseone), to prodwce either a written repat (similar to a
staement) o a grajmical one.



You may alsospendalot of timein the Cakgories section, ashere
you can sedow much aséen spnton any céegory or sukcategory:

After a while you wil alsofind yoursdf using the Bills setion
to recad recuring paynents, ad produceforecass togive sane idea
of how much you wilhave in araccaintafter a ertain time:

That is aboutal | canfit in this isswe aboutMicroSdt Money it is
very useful piece of sdtware, and is very powerul and easyto use
once you get # hang oft!!



Story Tim

Thefollowing items have been @vided by
Club members forinclusion this month:

Thetwoitems areaken fran an autographllaum date June 852
with the rame Miss BImerBeckington writen in the front

A Letter

Madam

Mostworthy of esimation after meconsidraion
and some meditiain of thegreat epugaton
you have in the Blion. I've a $rong irclination
to become your reldon ard to give demonsttieon
of my approbatin | an now m&ing preparéon
to removemy habitaion to a more convenidrstuaion
to pay you adot#&n ard morefrequert visitation
for thesake of onverséion whereby to btan commiserdion
if this kind doservaton be worth youracceptaion
it will be an odigation beyond al consideraion
to yoursforever wihoutdissimulaton

Albert

The Answer
Sir
| received your oitgon with much delibeation
and afer some conigeration and some mediian
ontheseeming ingtcaion which eized youimagination
when you made such a dechraion and expessed your
veneraon
on so &encera fondaion and afer some examinain
and some coetnplatdbn sypposeit donefor reaeation
or ou of osenfton to dsplay your educton
by an enumeratin of words ofthesame pronunation
though withgreat vaiation and dfference d terminaion
which withou dispuation may deserve comendatio
but | think imitation sufficient gratification
Yours
Laura Annie



Mumblings from Mummerset

Folks do sy if us do ty

we©m goia Fiin®© in theky.
Reckon®tis an old wiv@sle,

like thic yarn about E mih

All I dowant be just to send

A message to afar off friend

down Gloucesteway, sane forrin pat.
©Tis quickesent ly ©oest cart.

by A. nonry mouse.

Th ven f th nts



n-Lin nkin

There cannd be anybodyreadingthis tha hasnat head of Online
Banking over the last few months and| have beenaskedabaut it a
numberof times, so | thoughtit would be a good ideato give a brief
introduction to it here. Online bankingdoesnat alow you to do anything
that you cannotdo by visiting a bank, or using teleghone banking (with
oneexcepion, which | will expain later) infad it may eventakelonger
to achieve the samething Online The advanageof usingonline bankirg
is tha you can do everything at your own pace,and everythingappeas
onsceen as you do it makingYOU the person inl@arge of your accoun
not the baok cashérorthepersam onthe end ofthe tdephone.

Many banks/buding socketies are now offering online bankirg
services, soto look atthemall here would takefar toolong anyway,the
services offered and the way of working with them arethe same.l hawe
beenusng the NatWest and Bardays online servies for some months
now, so |l havechoseno look at both of thase.So nobody canbetempted
to try to look at my bank accountdeails, | have chosento provide
screenshos of the “demo” offered by bath of the banks you canfind
them for yourself by visiting the appopriate websites (www.ibank
bardays.co.uk& www.natvest.com),and thenfinding the relevantlink.
Theimagesherre havebeenrediwcedgreaty, sol would recommendseéng
thedemos for yourslves!

Both of the banksusedhere allow you to apply for online banking
from the site  you will needyour account detils for this, and you then
haveto wait for a “membershp code” and PIN to be sentto you (along
with instrudions) before using the servie you can view the demo
without daing this though.

Whenyou arrive at the sites you will be greded by a screen similar to the
following:

www.ibark.barclays.co.lk



www.nhatwestom

The online bankingsecton is usudly very easyto find, and|
havetried to highlight this on the images(depends on how well they
come out thagh!).

From this point on the optionsterd to be very similar, with a layout
similarto that of any ordnary staement tasshow you tansations

Barclays accanttransations

and tle same seenfrom NatWest!



Thereredly arevery few difference fromthis point on it isjust a
matterof screenlayout therdore | will nat provide pictures of both - in
fadt | am not sute tha pictures are neesary atal just a quick list of
what ca beacheved onine!

So, you can see how much money you currently have in your
accoum, andcheck to seeif tramsationshavebeen“cleaed” sowhatis
so spedal abou that, you can acheve exadly the samething at a cash
machine!However,online bankingoffers manyother usefu feaures (list
as appas & Barclays butisiderticalto tha of NatWes)

1. View your acounts

As already mentoned above provides almost idenical
informationto astatemenbr cash machine.

2. Trander money between your egurts

| don't think you can do that with a cas machine!Both the online
services looked at her dlow you to tranger money between
accoums hdd with the sane bank (don't think it is posgble to
trarsfer from other accourts, but who knows!) this is uswally
very easyto achieve patticulatly if you haveregisteed all of your
accours.

Transferringfunds at Barclag.

| know this imageis almog unreadalbe, sofor your informatian the
top box saysFrom,thenext box To soif your accownts have bean
regiserdl it is aseasyas seleding the namefrom the list, and then
giving the amount and wheyou wantt to take pace simple.



I know this imageis almostunreadalbe, so for your information
the top box says From, the nex box To soif your accourts
havebeenregisteedit is as easy assekding the name from the
list, and then giving the amountand whenyou want it to take
place smple.

Pay bilk (ne-off or by ganding orde)

This alowsyou to payyour bills withoutleavingyour char  as
long asyou havethe detals of the companyto hand simply a
matter of filling in a form, similar to tha for the Trander of
funds.

Pay a company or indiviéili (one-off or standing orde)

Almost idenical to the item above again simpleif you know
the bank detils of the person/ompanyconcernedthe images
for this ae complédly indecipherale).

View and amend panents& transfers

Allows you to simply changestandng ordeis/drect debits by
either modifying tle deails or by deéting them completsy.

Download &cowntinformation

This is one way that online banking is beter then telephae
banking,or visiting the bank itsdf  patticulady if you havea
software packagesuchas MicroSdt Money (as seenelsewhee
in this isswe). Both of the banksmentiored here allow you to
downloadthe information in a format that can be read by a
numberof differentfinancial packagesor spreadshets soyou
don't even have ttype inthe iformation yours#!

Orderstéaionery

Anothe usdul thing to be able to do, just in casethe bank
forgetsto send youhatall importan spae cheqe bodk!

Withdraw Cash



Well in actud fad this is the partt that lets online banking down,
asit is obviowsly imposs$ble to removecashfrom your account
while usng your compute. However,before long (when we all
use smart cads rather than cash to pay for things it may be
possble to geta “reade” for you computerthatwould allow you
to chargea smartcad for payment but this is not muchuseat
the moment, as very few shogs have facilities for smart card
payments most sem to preér ash!

I hopethattheinformation hasbeenat leag alittle bit usefd. | find online
bankingvery useful,as my computeris usedto keepthe accourts of the
Writhlington Music Assaiation (suppats the Music Depatment of
Writhlington School)  the informationis kept using MicroSoft money,
and updded using Online banking so it is alwayseasyto chek if a
chequehasbeencleaed, and the remainingbalance The serviesare free
(mostbanksanyway the two here are) soif your bank hassed up the
servicewhy not give it a&ry?

Adrian

ltems for sde/wanted

To be horest | haveyet agairost the list of things | know abot,
and | an still waiting for peopleto s£nd me deibs they have promisedops
| do not curenty have anything to gthee unless & coure Gwen
knows different!

In fact we do have @nitem forsak:-

Onelnternal CD-ROM Drive in good working conidion.
Remawed from a midi towr urit when replacedby a DVD Gwen.



Although not confirmed at the moment, probabledates
and meetigs for therestof thisyear ae given lkelow:

14" July SpreadBeets hands on

11" August Databass hands on

8" September Annual General Meding

13" October Introdwction to Visual BASIC

10" November Introdwction to HTML  hands on
8" December Geneal

All thosehandson sessions | mustbe mad!! The hand
on session®bviously work betterif peoplehave a compute to
use,howeve, | would not recommendhat peope bring along
their desktopPCsto the meetingsput if you are lucky enowgh
to have a laptop, plea® do bring it! There will normally be
enoughmachinesavailable for peopleto work in small groups,
without too much trouble!

Pleasesend suggestionsfor meetingsin 2001 to me as
soon as possible.
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