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Hello again everybody! So, 
here we are once again  it doesn’t 
seem 5 minutes since the last time I 
had to sit down and write articles for 
the newsletter, but Gwen has started 
to ask for articles, so I guess it has 
been several months! Those reading 
the last newsletter may have been 
somewhat confused with the dates  I 
know I was  as it was originally 
intended to be out earlier than it was. 
Recently the dates have all been messed up, so I hope 
that we will get that sorted out from now on. 
         I must start by thanking everybody for their 
support during my exams recently, particularly to 
Irene Burchell for taking one of the meetings, and to 
everybody else for agreeing not to have a meeting in 
May. You will be pleased to hear that I have 
achieved a 2.2 overall on my Physics degree  which 
is good enough for me! (I hope this makes sense to 
you  it seems a strange way of giving results to me) 
So I have now finished University and have started 
looking for a job  so if anybody knows of anything 
going, let me know. 
         This month my articles are going to have a bit 
of a recurring theme  finance. I have received a 
number of requests for information about online 
banking and financial software that can be used by 
home users, so I have (well, will really  I haven’t 
written it yet) decided to put the two things together 
in this newsletter. I also hope to manage a couple 
more articles, so we will see how I get on. 
         Bye for now  until next time! 
                            Adrian 
 



Finally, we have some news that I can report here  even 
if everybody already knows it! 
          During the last month I have finally managed to get the 
club website more or less finished and uploaded, and for those 
who don’t already know, it can be found at: 
 

http://www.thecompclub.org.uk 
 

          and not at the address listed in the last newsletter (if you go 
there there is a link to this site). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Club website  as it exists on my computer 
 



 I have been putting together the site for a while, and have 
learnt a lot about html in the process, and it is now available for 
people to view and use. I will try to keep the site as up to date as 
possible, and will eventually get a lot more information uploaded. I 
hope to be able to get copies of everything I hand out at meetings on 
the site for you to either view or download. If there is anything you 
would like to see on the site, or any links you feel people may be 
interested in (there is already a large page of links  this still needs 
some work done on it, so please send me any links as soon as 
possible), please send an e-mail to webmaster@thecompclub.org.
uk  or simply fill in the forms on the site! 
 

This is just one of the major breakthroughs made available 
this month. If  you are interested in getting a new e-mail address in 
the form yourname@thecompclub.org.uk just let me know  you 
don’t even need to have an existing account with an ISP, as long as 
you have a computer with a modem! 
 
          We have also recently launched the club e-mail mailing list. 
There is a growing list of subscribers to this service, in which 
anybody can send a message to everybody else simply by sending 
one e-mail to list@thecompclub.org.uk  I will then check the 
message for viruses and other nasties, before allowing it to go via 
the list. I hope to be adding Virus news to the mail on this service 
before long. To subscribe to this service, send an e-mail to 
mail@thecompclub.org.uk with ADD TO MAILING LIST as the 
subject. 
 
 
 



           There’s been a minor mutiny in our house since the last 
Newsletter.  My computer has been objecting to the type of work I’d 
been asking of it some time now  showing her displeasure by crashing 
at the most inappropriate moments.  And since I’ve upped the amount 
of desktop publishing and digital imaging, the crashes have been 
coming fast and furious.  black, blue and  well, you name it!  At last 
I gave in to these unsubtle hints and sent her in for a health check.  
However that wasn’t the end of it by a long chalk.  Oh, she was healthy 
enough  but now she was demanding a complete face-lift. It was soon 
obvious that, if I was to expect her full co-operation in the future, I was 
going to have to give in.  So the full face-lift  it was.  I agreed she 
should have an extra 10 GB’s of memory, 64 more MB’s of Ram, a 
DVD Drive and a CD Writer.  Maybe the last two were more cosmetic 
but that was to indulge me rather than my computer. 
          The transformation was miraculous.  Where as before I had a 
reluctant old carthorse  now I have spirited racehorse eager to perform 
my every whim. Definitely worth the surgery involved.  (At least until 
something else goes wrong!)  Can you see the dif ference in this 
newsletter?  well, maybe not  the human  fingers behind all this 
technology didn’t get any facelif t.  not even a finger-lif t!  
          Computers are supposed to reproduce exactly what our human 
fingers ask of them.  But if those same fingers press the wrong buttons, 
the computer can come up with some very weird interpretations.  For 
example, while I was putting together this newsletter, I accidentally 
tried to add a picture in text format.  The result?  The newsletter 
suddenly had an extra one thousand and fi fty five pages of 
unintelligible hieroglyphics!! !  I don’t think Adrian would have been 
very pleased if he had to photocopy that lot.  Have you had any 
unexpected results? If so, E-mail them, together 
wi th any other Quips or Queries to 
editor@thecompclub.org.uk for inclusion in future 
news-letters.  
Happy computing - Gwen 



I am sure that almost every person reading this has considered 
using their computer to store financial information  but how do you go 
about doing it? If you really feel like punishing yourself , you can 
simply use a spreadsheet  but it will  be hard work, and will not be able 
to tell you much more than simply keeping paper records. By far the 
best approach is to purchase accounting software  and for the home 
user this means either one of the programs from Sage or MicroSoft. I 
have chosen to review MicroSoft Money 2000 here as it is the one that 
I own and use (the choice of which package was easy  Money came 
with my PC). Sage software works in a very similar way, and it is 
purely a matter of personal preference as to which you use. Please note 
that I am not using the business version here  and although you could 
keep business accounts using the program, you would definitely be 
advised to purchase the full  Business suite (that goes for Sage 
programs as well  as MicroSoft). I am not going to give pricing or 
availabil ity details here, as the software can be purchased almost 
anywhere, with prices varying depending on version. 
 
           So first  what benefits can be gained from using the software 
over paper/spreadsheet? Well  it provides a simple way of keeping 
details of many different types of accounts, ranging from Cash through 
Current Accounts and Savings to Investment Portfolios. This can be 
difficult to keep on paper. It is also possible to have the computer 
remember repeating transactions, and automatically take these into 
account to allow you to forecast account balances at a point in the 
future. It is also possible for Money to connect to the internet to check 
your account transactions  I haven’t tried this, as I prefer to do this 
myself (see elsewhere in this issue). 
           Okay, so let’s start  I have decided not to show how to go about 
setting up each account, as Money itself is more than capable of 
showing that! Instead I will  use a sample file provided with Money 
(dates are a little obscure now as over 1 year old) to show some of it’s 
abili ties. How many of the facil ities you use, and how much assistance 
you allow the software to give you is entirely up to you. 



 
          On opening the Sample fi le I am given the following screen (can be 
completely customised according to your wishes)  it all looks a bit 
confusing to begin with, but it is just making sure you get as much info as 
possible right from the start. I will mention now that there are two ways to 
use Money  either by hand, or using the Setup Assistant. It is probably 
best to use the Setup Assistant to begin with, and then use the ‘manual’ 
method as you get used to it. 
 
           

          As you can see, there is a lot here for you to look at, and many of 



           The part of the software I find I use most often is the account 
register  which looks like this: 

the usual tasks (recording transactions etc) are available straight away. 
            

There are other parts to Money  including extensive advice sections, 
but other parts that are often used are the Account Manager:  

As you can see the register is very similar to a standard bank statement, 
with a section a the bottom of the screen for you to fill  in Withdrawals, 
Deposits or Transfers  these forms are very similar to the layout of 
cheques, and are therefore very easy to fill in. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The part of this that separates Money from a Spreadsheet is the 
Category section  you can create categories and sub-categories (in the 
example Books & Magazines is a sub-category of Leisure & 
Entertainment) so that you can categorise all your income and 
expenditure  which makes it easy to see where your money goes! 



 
 

This is where all  your accounts are set up and details (i.e. account 
number, address etc) dealt with  as you can see you can have a variety 
of accounts at the same time. 

          Also useful is the Reports section: 

          Here you can choose the report you would like to view (or 
customise one), to produce either a written report (similar to a 
statement) or a graphical one. 
 



           You may also spend a lot of time in the Categories section, as here 
you can see how much as been spent on any category or sub-category: 

           After a while you will  also find yourself using the Bills section  
to record recurring payments, and produce forecasts to give some idea 
of how much you will have in an account after a certain time: 

That is about all I can fit in this issue about MicroSoft Money  it is  
very useful piece of software, and is very powerful and easy to use  
once you get the hang of it! ! 



           The following items have been provided by 
Club   members for inclusion this month: 
 

The two items are taken from an autograph album dated June 1852  
with the name Miss Palmer Beckington written in the front: 
 
 
 
Madam 
          Most worthy of estimation after some consideration 

and some meditation of the great reputation 
you have in the Nation. I’ve a strong inclination 
to become your relation and to give demonstration 
of my approbation I am now making preparation 
to remove my habitation to a more convenient situation 
to pay you adoration and more frequent visitation 
for the sake of conversation whereby to obtain commiseration 
if this kind observation be worth your acceptation 
it will be an obligation beyond all consideration 
to yours forever without dissimulation 
                            Albert 
 

                  The Answer 
Sir 
          I received your oration with much deliberation 
          and after some consideration and some meditation 
          on the seeming inflatcation which seized your imagination 
          when you made such a declaration and expressed your 
veneration 
           on so slender a foundation and after some examination 
          and some contemplation suppose it done for recreation 
          or out of ostentation to display your education 
          by an enumeration of words of the same pronunciation 
          though with great variation and difference of termination 
          which without disputation may deserve commendation 
           but I think imitation suff icient gratification 
                                  Yours 
                                              Laura Annie 

A Letter 



 
Folks do say if us do try 
we©m goin© surfin© in the sky. 
Reckon ©tis an old wives© tale, 
like thic yarn about E mail. 
All I do want be just to send 
A message to a far off fri end 
down Gloucester way, some forrin part. 
©Tis quicker sent by ©orse©n cart. 
 
by A. nonny mouse. 
 

 



There cannot be anybody reading this that has not heard of Online 
Banking over the last few months  and I have been asked about it a 
number of times, so I thought it would be a good idea to give a brief 
introduction to it here. Online banking does not allow you to do anything 
that you cannot do by visiting a bank, or using telephone banking (with 
one exception, which I will  explain later)  in fact it may even take longer 
to achieve the same thing Online. The advantage of using online banking 
is that you can do everything at your own pace, and everything appears 
onscreen as you do it  making YOU the person in charge of your account, 
not the bank cashier or the person on the end of the telephone. 
          Many banks/building societies are now offering online banking 
services, so to look at them all here would take far too long  anyway, the 
services offered and the way of working with them are the same. I have 
been using the NatWest and Barclays online services for some months 
now, so I have chosen to look at both of those. So nobody can be tempted 
to try to look at my bank account details, I have chosen to provide 
screenshots of the “demo” offered by both of the banks  you can find 
them for yourself by visiting the appropriate websites (www.ibank.
barclays.co.uk & www.natwest.com), and then finding the relevant link. 
The images here have been reduced greatly, so I would recommend seeing 
the demos for yourselves! 
          Both of the banks used here allow you to apply for online banking 
from the site  you will need your account details for this, and you then 
have to wait for a “membership code” and PIN to be sent to you (along 
with instructions) before using the service  you can view the demo 
without doing this though. 
 
When you arrive at the sites you wil l be greeted by a screen similar to the 
following: 

www.ibank.barclays.co.uk 



www.natwest.com 
 
          The online banking section is usually very easy to find, and I 
have tried to highlight this on the images (depends on how well they 
come out though!). 
 
From this point on the options tend to be very similar, with a layout 
similar to that of any ordinary statement to show you transactions: 

Barclays account transactions 

and the same screen from NatWest! 



          There really are very few differences from this point on  it is just a 
matter of screen layout  therefore I will  not provide pictures of both - in 
fact I am not sure that pictures are necessary at all   just a quick list of 
what can be achieved online!      
 
          So, you can see how much money you currently have in your 
account, and check to see if transactions have been “cleared”  so what is 
so special about that, you can achieve exactly the same thing at a cash 
machine! However, online banking offers many other useful features: (list 
as appears at Barclays  but is identical to that of NatWest) 
 
1.       View your accounts 
 
             As already mentioned above  provides almost identical 

information to a statement or cash machine. 
 
2.          Transfer money between your accounts 
 
             I don’t think you can do that with a cash machine! Both the online 

services looked at here allow you to transfer money between 
accounts held with the same bank (don’t think it is possible to 
transfer from other accounts, but who knows!)  this is usually 
very easy to achieve, particularly if you have registered all of your 
accounts. 

 

I know this image is almost unreadable, so for your information the 
top box says From, the next box To  so if your accounts have been 
registered it is as easy as selecting the name from the list, and then 
giving the amount and when you want it to take place  simple. 

Transferring funds at Barclays. 



I know this image is almost unreadable, so for your information 
the top box says From, the next box To  so if your accounts 
have been registered it is as easy as selecting the name from the 
list, and then giving the amount and when you want it to take 
place  simple. 
 

3.       Pay bills (one-off or by standing order) 
 
             This allows you to pay your bills without leaving your chair  as 

long as you have the details of the company to hand  simply a 
matter of fi ll ing in a form, similar to that for the Transfer of 
funds. 

 
4.       Pay a company or individual (one-off or standing order) 
 
             Almost identical to the item above  again simple if  you know 

the bank details of the person/company concerned (the images 
for this are completely indecipherable). 

 
5.       View and amend payments & transfers 
 
             Allows you to simply change standing orders/direct debits  by 

either modifying the details or by deleting them completely. 
 
6.       Download account information 
 
             This is one way that online banking is better then telephone 

banking, or visiting the bank itself  particularly if you have a 
software package such as MicroSoft Money (as seen elsewhere 
in this issue). Both of the banks mentioned here allow you to 
download the information in a format that can be read by a 
number of dif ferent financial packages or spreadsheets  so you 
don’t even have to type in the information yourself!  

 
7.          Order stationery 
 
             Another useful thing to be able to do, just in case the bank 

forgets to send you that all important spare cheque book! 
 
8.          Withdraw Cash 
 



              Well  in actual fact this is the part that lets online banking down, 
as it is obviously impossible to remove cash from your account 
while using your computer. However, before long (when we all 
use smart cards rather than cash to pay for things) it may be 
possible to get a “reader” for you computer that would allow you 
to charge a smart card for payment  but this is not much use at 
the moment, as very few shops have facili ties for smart card 
payments  most seem to prefer cash! 

 
I hope that the information has been at least a little bit useful. I find online 
banking very useful, as my computer is used to keep the accounts of the 
Writhlington Music Association (supports the Music Department of 
Writhlington School)  the information is kept using MicroSoft money, 
and updated using Online banking  so it is always easy to check if a 
cheque has been cleared, and the remaining balance. The services are free 
(most banks anyway  the two here are) so if your bank has set up the 
service, why not give it a try? 
 
Adrian 

Items for sale/wanted 
 

          To be honest, I have yet again lost the list of things I know about, 
and I am still waiting for people to send me details they have promised, so 
I do not currently have anything to put here  unless of course Gwen 
knows different! 
          In fact we do have one item for sale:- 

One Internal  CD-ROM Drive  in good working condition. 
  Removed from a midi tower unit when replaced by a DVD  Gwen. 



           Although not confirmed at the moment, probable dates 
and meetings for the rest of this year are given below: 
 
14th July                                  Spreadsheets  hands on 
11th August                             Databases  hands on 
8th September                         Annual General Meeting 
13th October                           Introduction to Visual BASIC 
10th November                       Introduction to HTML  hands on 
8th December                          General 
 
         All those hands on sessions  I must be mad!! The hands 
on sessions obviously work better if people have a computer to 
use, however, I would not recommend that people bring along 
their desktop PCs to the meetings, but if you are lucky enough 
to have a laptop, please do bring it! There will  normally be 
enough machines available for people to work in small groups, 
without too much trouble! 
 
         Please send suggestions for meetings in 2001 to me as 
soon as possible. 



Desktop Publishing - Gwen Hoskins 
E-mail - editor@thecompclub.org.uk 

01761 413969 


