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enlilcog

Well, herewe are again! Welcome to issue21 (I hope |
may have got that wrong) of the Computer Club newsletter
InfoBytes. | hopeeverybog hashada goodfew months since the
last issue.

Apparenty it hasbeen several months since the last isaue,
and Gwen has startedasking for articlesagan which couldnt
havecome at a worsetime for me,as| am trying to getusedto a
new keyboard! Same of you may notice a slight charge in the
formatthis time thisis becauseswen put alot of it together,and
thenhadto go on holiday before | hadfinishedwriting my articles,
soshesavedit ontoa CD-RW andbroughtit to me, andl have now
messedwith thelayoutin order to personalisét a bit! Soif thereis
anything wrong, blame me, not Gwen. (This issueis actually quite
well travelled,asmy old CD-ROM drive carit readCD-RW discs
soa neighboursmadiine was borrowedto enalle meto compressit
onto a string of 3.5” floppies, then expand it agah on my
computer).

Severaimonthsago, | decidedto try to teachmysef to touch
type | haveaways beenable to type quite fast, so it had never
beenworth the bother before,overright my typing speeddroppel
from about40 words per minute, to about10, so everyhing took
much, much longerthanbefore.Then disasterstrud, and theright
handshift key on the keyboad decidedto give up. Justas| was
begiming to getusedto using both of the shift keys! Well, a least
there was anoher shift key that | could use,so | kept going, and
occasionall managed to hit the correctkeys in the right order.
Then,to add to the problemsthe“e” key startedplaying up if you
havenot experiecedthis it is not sameting to try  justimagine
what your text looks like when a key doesrt always work. In the
end| decicedto buy a new keyboard,so off we went to PC World
to try them out (always try to have a go with a keyboardor mouse
beforeyou buy PCWorld is goodfor this), andwe decidedto go
for aMicrosoft naturalkeyboard you know, the onesthathavethe
keys for the different hands separatedand set put differently, to
make it more comfortableif you are doing a lot of typing. | then
went home and orderedit from Jurgle.can (well it was £7.00
cheaperthan PC World!), and then, last Friday it arrived (8"
Septenber,it is now the 11"™). Thetyping is certainy alot easieron
this keyboard,but at the momert | am having same troulde hitting
keys in the wrong places (you shauld not buy one of these
keyboardsif you have no ideaabouthow to touch type. So please




excuseary glaring mistékes whenl getusedto the keyboard | may write an
article for a futire navsletter.

The newsletter is beginning to adat slightly under the new editor
(Gwen would you believe that Gwen hadbeeneditorfor ayear?It cameas a
shack to me | cantell you!). When| was editing everything was computer
related,mainly becase| wrote almost everthing, andtha was all | hadtime
for. SinceGwen hasbeenediting, more peoplehavecontributed, providing a
much more variedcollection of articles however, let’'s not forgetthatwe are
a compuer club, soif anybody hasary talesof computerusage,or could
write areview of a pieceof hardwareor software(needrt be long) andsend it
to either Gwen or mysdf for the next few issues, we would be very gratdul.
Any fun piecesarealsowelcome! If you arewriting a piece abousameaspect
of compuiing, and would like it chedkedto ensireit is acairate,pleasesend it
to me, Iwill be please to chégit through for you!

Any way, thatis probably enough for my ramblings, so let's g&t on
with the restof the newsleter, oh, by the way, | canreconmend the Mavis
Beacontyping tutor software (seereview later, if | have time to write it) asl
am now up to about 35 wordger minute!

| haveto startthis issuesclub news with the news that, unfortunatey,
long time club memberMr Ray Dando, fran Farrington Qurney has died sice
the lag issue.Ray hadbeena club member for several yeas, and| know he
will be missed atmeetings.

On a lighter note, over the last few months | havestartedto apply for
grans for the club, in an effort to get funding for some equipment (i.e.
progectors,PCsetc) thatwould be usedat club meetngs though | admit that
asyet there has beeno siccesd Might as well keep tying though.

| don't think that | have ary more club related news this time the
AGM washdd in Septenber, and therewill be afull report of his & soon ad
get a chanceto write it (this was originally going to be in this issue of
InfoBytes, but | h&ent done t yet).




Gwen's Corner

Hello again. | can't believe it's beena whole yearsincel

took overthejob aseditor ofthis magazine. It’s incredible

how time flies. But already summers overand auumn is

shortetfing our days. It won't be long beforethe fegive

seasoris hereagain. Many of us will probablybe hoping
to getnew softwareor hardvare, or evena new computer. With thisin mind |
guote a sippet | cane acrosste other dg.

“Compuing is the art of calaulating the amount of time wastedard
money speit in an attempt to master a machine with a mind of its own!”
Though, beig camputer fans, | amsure his doestt put any of us df. We just
struggle on until we make serseof it all. At lastyou maste a programme. It
feelscomfortable,even eay to use. Thenyou buy the updatedversion,or a
different make, andyou're backto squareone strugding! Having beenin
this situation myself recerily | decided to boow a bookfrom the libray. The
following introductionnearl putme of for good! | quote

“The computer is as simple as a spacecrft, and who ever let an
untranedspacenan loose? Y ou pick up a marual thatweighs morethanyour
birth-weight, openit and find its written in computeispeak. You seemessajes
onthescrea that look like code andthething even makes noises! No wonde
thatyou feelit’s your lucky day if everthing goesright. Whatdo you do if
everthing goeswrong? Give up?”

No, we don't give up. We just go alorg to
the Computer Club and all will be revealed. How
would we manage without Adrian and the Club?
Thankyou, Adrian.

| shouldlike to finish up by saying thankyou to all
members who have sent contibutions to the
newsletter. It adds variety so pleasekeep them
rolling in. Gwe

(Thanksfor the words of confidenceGwen and
again,| wouldlike to thankcontributors,and Gwen
in particular Adrian).
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nsible Loco Conversion)

I can seethat Tony Seaer has hit both mysef and Gwen this time,
after finishing an article aboutAili nk, I openthe newsletter file to find same
informationalread here.l haveput my articlefirst, written to try to introdue
the progran, then include Tony’s contributionat the end why can’t things
always work like this? Adrian

Ansible Loco Conversion

This is a progran for all of you with a PC, and a pile of locoscript
docunents on 3.5” PCW discsthat you canno longerread.As you will have
discovered byow, there are tw hurdles h your way:

1) The PC vl refuse to read BRCW formatted disc
2) PCs canot read the locoscript files

However, all is not lost.

Loco Converson, by Ansible (of Ansible Index fame) solves theseproblems
quickly andeasily, by allowing you to copy the files onto your PC, andthen
convertihg them into a format suitablefor almog every piece of softwareyou
will evely come across(Pleasenotethatthis is not the only piece of software
offering trarsfer of files from PCW discsto PC, my persmal favourite being
the Creatve Technoloy version as supplied with its ViewPoint grapht
conversim sotware).

To use Loco Cowersian (progerly called AL ink):

1. Install the sdtware, following the irstrucfonssuppliedwith it.

2. Go to your start menu, and find the entry  Start>Progrars>Ansible
Loco CorversionAilink and click it.

3. The pogram will now start, ad give you a blankscreen abelow:




Everything we need is contaied in thefour buttors at he top.

4, To copythefiles from the PCW discto the PC we first put the discin
the drive and then click the Copy button this launches a Dos progran to

performthe copying (sorry can’t get a sha from Dos, so | took a photo
hope it come out alrght).




Thefirst column gives the optionsfor the discin the drive, the second
is the PC disc (nomally the hard drive). | always use option 7 in the first
column to copy from all groupson a disc, and usually select a temporary
folder onthe C: drive. After the files have beencopied,presgEsc] to go back
to thewindows folder.

5. We now end up back at the Ailink window, and this time seled
Convert. A standardwindows window will open,to enableyou to selectvhere
thefilesare sogoto thefolderyou save them in earlier. Thensimply sele¢
Open, and théleswill be corverted foryou.

The conversim is pretly good,andwill copewith any versionof LocoScript
documents, but you shauld always be awarethat formatting will probablybe
lost but this will probably be betterthan having to recreatea document
completdy from scratd.

Adrian

Ansible hformationhave lainched a brand e data trasfer program lat
will allow swift conversian from PCWformat to PC fomat (RTF)

Ailink works with windows 95 and Windavs '98.
Ailink works with Locoscriptl throudh to loco 4.
Personaly | couldnot get t to work but Michael Bah soongot to grips forme

It is availablefrom Davd Langford
Ansible hformation

94 Londonroad

READING

Berks RG13U

Cost is£19.50
Usual dsclamers etc
Tony Seger




Hints on Pronunciation
for Foreigners

| take t you ateady know

Of ‘tough’ andbough’ and ‘cough’ and ‘dough’;
Othes may stumble, but ngou

On ‘hiccough’,'thorough’, ‘laugh’ and‘through’
Well dore! And now you wish grhas

To lean o lessfamiliartraps.

Beware 6 ‘head’, a deadul word

That looks ke ‘bead’ andsounddike ‘bird’
And ‘dea’. It's said like ‘bed’, nd ‘bead

(for goodnessake don t chit ‘deed!)

Watch ou for ‘meat and‘great’and‘threa’
They rhyme with Suite' and ‘straight’ and dely’

A ‘moth’ is nota mdh in‘mother’

Nor ‘both’ in ‘bothe’, ‘broth’ in ‘brothe’
And ‘here’ is nota match ér ‘there’

Nor ‘dear and ‘fea’ for ‘bea’ and‘pear
And thentheae€'s ‘dose and ‘nose and ‘lose’
Juwstlook them up ard ‘goose’and‘choose’.

And ‘cork’ and‘work’ and‘card’ and ‘ward
And ‘font’ and‘front’ and ‘ward’ and sword
And ‘do’ and‘go’ and‘thwart and ‘cart’
Come cone we've lardly made a sta

A dreadul language? Mawlive

I'd masteredt when | was five!

(I do not know who wrotéhis aiginaly though I think it llustrates
the wonerful language wéave very well!)
Adrian




Diary Dates

The list of subjects foruture meetngs curretly looks asfollows:

13th October 00 Introduction to Visial BASIC (Hands On?)
10th Novenber 00 Intoto HTML HANDS ON

8th Decenber 00 GeneralChristmas Pary

12th Januar0O1 Backing Up CD’s, Tapes, 4i etc

9th Februay 01 Word-processing HANDS ON

9th March 01 Mail Merging (in Word/other) HANDS ON
13th April 01 Databass stge 2 HANDS ON

11th May 01 Spreadsheetdagge 2 HANDS ON

8th June 01 General

13th Juy 01 Word processing stge 2 HANDS ON
10th August 01 Desktop Publising HANDS ON

14th Septmber 01 Annual Geaneral Meetng

12th October 01
9th Noveanber 01
14th Decenber 01

Pleasenote that meethgs are subjectto changeby reques, or to allow for
developmens in the computing world. Suggestions for meetirgs should be
passed to Adrian aon as possible please.

Gender Benders

A group of peoplaevere askedf computerswere Male or Femle Over the
nextfew isues herewill be some d their replies.

Repy from one lag .............. PC MUST beMasculne becauseniorder to
get thér attention you have to turn hem on!

Tony Seger




Items for Sale/Want

As | have saidbefae, | try to keeptrack of this, but it is difficult as |
am given most of the information during club meetngs, when| hawe
too many otherthings to worry abou. | am hopingto be a little more
organisd in future!!!

If you have an item for salewaned, pleasefill in the secion
below (or write the sameinformation on a sepaate piece of pape) ard
sendit to me,or handit to me ata meeting(now, why hadnt | thought
of thatbefae?).

Name:

Telephone

E-mail:

Is the item foisak, @ waned (pease déete)?:
FOR SALE / WANED

Desciption:

Price wartedWilling to pay: £

Date:

Hopefully that will makemy life a bit easiet




uzzles

How about a Puzzle Cornar tihemagazine?
It could contain thinking questions, simple maths.
and /or trick questibs.

Here are some to start.

1. Spot the fallag:

Losirg weight is just a matter of burning up more calories than you
consume. A calorieis the amountof hea requiredto raisethe temperatire of
1 gran of water ly 1 degree €lsius. 1 gran of water is thesame & 1 cc (ml).

If we mix a gin andtonic, add plenty of ice to bring the volume up to 200
cc andstir well, the mixture should be closeto 0 degree<C. To bring it upto
body temperatire (37 degrees C), requires 200 x087400calories.

The calorie countershows gin a 100 caloriesper tot, tonic at 100 calories
per mier andwater at O calories.

Sq for everygin andtonic consumed, the body uses up 7200 caloriesand
we shauld be ableto sit around swigging the stuff all day andlosing weight
like mad Why cantwe?

2. Button boxes:

Therearethreeboxes,one contaning 2 red buttors, one with 2 green
buttonsand the third with 1 red button and 1 greenone. The boxesare
labelled RR, GG and®

However, the labels have been switched so that eachbox has the
wrong labelonit. You may takeonebuttonat atime out of any box. Whatis
the smalles number of buttons neededto determie the contens of all three
boxes?

3. Chickens:
If 100 chickens eat 100 bushe$ of grain in 100 days, how many
bushés will 10 chickens eatm 10 days?

Answers can be fand later i the book.
These puzzlewere sat in by Derick Alliban.
Do you know of ary we can use?




Mavis con Teaches Typin
view

As | saidearlierin the newsletter,| havebeen attempting to learnto
touchtype recently, and so has Liz (she neededto be able to for a college
course). So thdecisionwasmade to purhasesome software for the job ard
so thiswas chosa, as it § widely held to be the best #ware for the job.

| will admit to having problens with towgh typing, mainly because | en
left handed, and a kdboard isdefinitely right handed (just lok at te different
numbers & keys for the handsif you dorit believe me). | have also alvays hal
troublereachirg the keys on my old keyboard this has beengreatly helped
by the new MicroSoft Natral keyboard.

Anyway, bak to the software. The whole idea of the sdtwareis that
you arein atouchtyping class with many lessonsto takepart in (I tried to get
a screenbot, but it wouldn’t work sorly), thesestartoff eay, showing you
all of thekeys, and getprogressiely harder,until you reachkey combinations
andwordstha would tax even the besttypist. The sdtware doestrt justteach
typing from the scre@, therearelessonson dictation,and carriedout via the
suppliedbook. The lessors areinterspersedvith games, that areintendedto
speedup your typing, or force you to usea corsigent rhythm. Thereis alsoa
practisearea,where you can copy text from a number of differert subjecs
(my favourites being ScienceandPoetry | havealways liked “The Owl and
the Pusycat”, and it is one othe practice pieces!).

So,all in all | amvery impresedwith the sdtware,but| do havea few
niggles.

1) The graphics for theatural keyboard donotwork right!

2) Same of the keys on the keyboad are not in the sane place as on
screen(it’s an American progran and an English keyboard eventhis UK
version @ the software has't got all of he keys in the rght places).

3) If you makea mistakeand correctit, it still counts asbeing incorrect
oftenit is not possibleto correctmistakes, or to work out whereyou areif you
gowrong.

4) The lessonon number practiceis most bizarre,asall it containsis the
text NUMBER_PRACTISE no rumbers at all!

Perhapd am just fussy, but some of the bugs in the sdtware makeit
look morelike a betaversionthana final consumer versia, butif you want to
brushup your typing <ill s, this is stil an excellent progran.
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k Express

Adding a Hotmail Account to Qutlook Express

| acount

Many of ushavea numberof different e-mail accounts,often including
at leastone hotmail accaunt, asthis canbe easily accesedfrom any PC with
internd accessln orderto makelife easierMicrosoft have allowedthe latest
versiors of Outlook to acces the hotmail accaints, sothat all your e-maili ng
can be done fro the me plae.

Please note, this only works with the following versions of Outlook

Express:
Windows 95: versions
Windows 98: versions

Windows 98 (2%): versions
Windows 2000:  versions
Windows NT4: versions

RGN NG

01

5.01
5.01
5.01
5.5

5.01

5.5
5.5
5.5

5.5

To find out which version of Outlook Express you have from within the
program go to Help>About Microsoft Outlook Express a screensimilar

to that below will appear:




The first digits of the circled number gives the version this is 5.00.

Click OK to closethe Window. If you do not havethe correct version, try
to find it on a magazinecower disc (.net by Future Publishing usually has
latest version of Internet Explorer and Outlook Expresson it), asthis isa
lot cheaper than downloadirg from the Microsoft website!

Theseinstructions asaime that you alread have a Hotmail account if nd,
andyou would like oneyou can sgnup at httpAvww.homail.com

To add a Hamail account to Outlook Express

1. If it is not already wnning, stat up Outlook Expres
2. Go toTools>Accounts

3. Click Add, and then selectMail from the Ist

4, In the Display name box enter your name as you wish it to appea.
Click Next
5. In the E-mail addressbox enter your hotmail addresqe.g. mine is

thecanpclub@hotmail.com), then clid Next

6. In thenextwindow (shovn beow)




10.

Enter thefollowing information:

My incoming mail server is aselectHTTP from the drop dan list.
In the hcaming mall sewver box enter:
http:/lservices.msn.can/svcghotmail/httpmail.asp

Then clickNext

In the next window, in the Account name box enter yout Hotmali
accountame (do not intudethe @hotmail.com part).

Also, enteyour Pasword in hePasswordbox, dick Next (You will
probaly getan error mesagetelling you thatthe accaint name does
not appearto be vaild, and asking if you want to use it anyway
click Yes) and then click Finish.

The accountyou have just addedshouldbe highlightedin the Mail
window click it to select it, ad then click Properties.

In the top box of the next window will be the address/ou enteredin
step6 (This is alsostoredelsevhereasthe server the nane hereis
just what your computer refersto it as,soit makes serseto make it
recognizable)You candeletethis and put in anything you want |
would suggest replacing it with your hotmail addess, e.g.
thecanpclub@hotmail.com, so that you know it is tha accoum
(usdul if you havemore than one hatal account).

Click Close and at the promp to download folders form the malil
servertha you added,click Yes Hopefuly your hotmail account
shoud be easily visible from within Outlook Express making it
much moreflexible!.

Pleasenote that while you are accessig your Hotmail account,an
advertishg bar appearsat the bottam of the Outlook Express
windov | can find no way of geting rid of this, but it goes
autamaically as soonasyou click a folder that is not basedon the
hotmail account (this will make more sensewhen you se it | can
asareyou!).




The majority of this information can be found on the Microsoft
webste at http:;Avww.microsoft.com, as article Q220852.

You may find thatyou will haveto change your hotmail passvord if
it contairs arything oher tha alphaumeric daracters.

nswers to Puzzles from 12
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Yet agah | fed the needto warn people about viruses, and same
simple precautios that you can take to ensurethat you are able to recover
from any computing set back. Over the last couple of months | have been
incredibleworried aboutthe amount of time peopleare putting into looking
aftertheir computers after all they arean expersive investment, like a car
and thereforedo needa certainamount of time sper looking after them. If
you establgh a routine, this needn’t take morethan a few minutes a week,and
could savehoursof work reaeatingfiles when samething goesdisastrosly
wrong (not if  with computersit is certainthat something will go wrong
beforetoo long). | do not hawe the spacehereto give detaikd instructions on
evely one of the precautims, but will endeavair to producesome information
over the ngt few months.

Listed belov are some of the things | feel most important, including the
effeds you may notice ifyoudo not follav the advice.

1) Keepingan up-to-date virus scannerrunning (I recommend McAfee
Virus Scan, or Norton AntiVirus for this  both haveupdatedreely
availableon the intemet, andwil | catchmog virusesthat you careto
name). This will run in the background at all times, protectirg you
from viruseson discs,or in e-mails or on the internet. You should
alsoreguarly do a full scanof evew file on your system, to ensire
thatnothing has slippedby this may takea while (about45 minutes
on my compuer), but is well worth the effort. You shaild update
your virus scaner as often as possible,but at least once a month
(with over 1000 new viruses a month, it is obvious why this is
important).

Effect: You may be vey lucky and never see &irus, or yal may
be unludky. Viruses come in many forms (not to mention worms,
tojansetc | am classing them all as virusesherefor simplicity),
some just display a messaye on a certain date eachmorth, othes
corrupt files and make the system unusable,in extreme casesthey
cancompletel reformat your harddrive, or the BIOS (the part of the
computerthattellsit whatto do whenyou switch it on), making your
computer tnusable, and losig all of your files and prograns.




2)

3)

4)

Keep a “rescuedisc” ready for use if necessar. Windows itsdf
providesthe methodfor doing this, it really is not hard! It will takea
matter of minutes, but will savea lot of effort if samething goes
wrong. Thefirst stepis to find a new, blank floppy disc,and putit in
you A: drive. Now, go to My Computer,click the A: drive Icon, the
right click it, and selectFomeat from the menu, from the format menu
that appears,ersure you sekect Full format at the top, and Copy
system files to disc at the bottam of the menu (not the copy system
files only option). This will ensurethat the discis capableof booting
the computer if necessay. The next stepis to go to Contol Pane]
and selectAdd/Remove Progams. Selectthe third tab at the top of
the menu (Startupdisc), andthenclick the buttonto “Creat Startup
disc”, then follow the instructions given on screen(wen askedto
insert a disc, ensure that the one you have just formattedis in the
drive). Then write protectthe disc by sliding the tab in the lower
cornerof the disc, exposiry the hole (thereshauld now be two holes
alongthe bottam edgeof the disc) andthenput it in a safeplace
untl it is needed.

Effect: This will make no differenceto your systam aslong as
everything goesalright assoon as samething goeshorribly wrong
you will need the didc

If you have any way of badking up files (Tape drive, Zip drive,
LS120,CR-R etc not floppies!) do it! Any documents you create
areworth backing up if nothing else.lIt is alsoimportant to regularly
backupthe registry and otherwindows files agan Microsoft have
made allavances for this, with the ERJ progran, which can be found
on the Windows CD-ROM  simply copy the progran from the CD
onto your C drive, and then run it! Running it once a week will
engire that you always havea fairly recent copy of the filesif you
shoud needthem it is worth running the program twice, onceto
savethe wholelot ontothe hard drive, andthenagan, saving filesto
a floppy dsc again keep itsafe!

You may like to addthe ERU programto your scheduledtasks list
but ersureyou setit to run at atimethatthe PC will be switchedon,
or the progranwill never be run.

Invest in sdtware suc as First Aid or Nuts and Bolts (both by
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Network Associates) this runs in the badkground keeping
everything running smoothly, and checksfiles etc asyou usethem
(note this doesnot check for viruses). It is alsowise to run a full
checkoccasimally, to ensure nothing hasgone wrong (you will be
amazedat the numberof problemsit will find andfix), and to put it
right if it has.For theinvestmen (agan thesecan often be found on
cover discs)they are well worth it, and allow my computer to kegp
running, ezenwhen serios things have gonewrong.

5) Be careful!
Thereare mary otherthings thatcanbe doneto helpto keepyour PC running

smootHy atall times, but | feel thatthesearethe mastimportant.If youwould
like more hformation regardingyour particular conputer, please &%
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