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           Well, here we are again! Welcome to issue 21 (I hope  I 
may have got that wrong) of the Computer Club newsletter  
InfoBytes. I hope everybody has had a good few months since the 
last issue. 
           Apparently it has been several months since the last issue, 
and Gwen has started asking for articles again  which couldn’t  
have come at a worse time for me, as I am trying to get used to a 
new keyboard! Some of you may notice a slight change in the 
format this time  this is because Gwen put a lot of it together, and 
then had to go on holiday before I had finished writi ng my articles, 
so she saved it onto a CD-RW and brought it to me, and I have now 
messed with the layout in order to personalise it a bit! So if  there is 
anything wrong, blame me, not Gwen. (This issue is actually quite 
well travelled, as my old CD-ROM drive can’t read CD-RW discs, 
so a neighbours machine was borrowed to enable me to compress it 
onto a string of 3.5” floppies, then expand it again on my 
computer). 
           Several months ago, I decided to try to teach myself to touch 
type  I have always been able to type quite fast, so it had never 
been worth the bother before, overnight my typing speed dropped 
from about 40 words per minute, to about 10, so everything took 
much, much longer than before. Then, disaster struck, and the right 
hand shif t key on the keyboard decided to give up. Just as I was 
beginning to get used to using both of the shift keys! Well, a least 
there was another shift key that I could use, so I kept going, and 
occasionally managed to hit the correct keys in the right order. 
Then, to add to the problems the “e” key started playing up  if you 
have not experienced this it is not something to try  just imagine 
what your text looks like when a key doesn’t always work. In the 
end I decided to buy a new keyboard, so off we went to PC World 
to try them out (always try to have a go with a keyboard or mouse 
before you buy  PC World is good for this), and we decided to go 
for a Microsoft natural keyboard  you know, the ones that have the 
keys for the different hands separated, and set put differently, to 
make it more comfortable if you are doing a lot of typing. I then 
went home and ordered it from Jungle.com (well  it was £7.00 
cheaper than PC World!), and then, last Friday it arrived (8th 
September, it is now the 11th). The typing is certainly a lot easier on 
this keyboard, but at the moment I am having some trouble hitting 
keys in the wrong places (you should not buy one of these 
keyboards if you have no idea about how to touch type. So please 



           I have to start this issues club news with the news that, unfortunately,
long time club member Mr Ray Dando, from Farrington Gurney has died since 
the last issue. Ray had been a club member for several years, and I know he 
wil l be missed at meetings. 
 
           On a lighter note, over the last few months I have started to apply for 
grants for the club, in an effort to get funding for some equipment (i.e. 
projectors, PCs etc) that would be used at club meetings  though I admit that 
as yet there has been no success! Might as well keep trying though. 
 
           I don’t think that I have any more club related news this time the 
AGM was held in September, and there will be a full report of this as soon as I 
get a chance to write it (this was originally going to be in this issue of 
InfoBytes, but I haven’t done it yet). 

excuse any glaring mistakes  when I get used to the keyboard I may write an 
article for a future newsletter. 
           The newsletter is beginning to adapt slightly under the new editor 
(Gwen would you believe that Gwen had been editor for a year? It came as a 
shock to me I can tell you!). When I was editing everything was computer 
related, mainly because I wrote almost everything, and that was all I had time 
for. Since Gwen has been editing, more people have contributed, providing a 
much more varied collection of articles however, let’s not forget that we are 
a computer club, so if anybody has any tales of computer usage, or  could 
write a review of a piece of hardware or software (needn’t be long) and send it 
to either Gwen or myself for the next few issues, we would be very grateful. 
Any fun pieces are also welcome! If you are writi ng a piece about some aspect 
of computing, and would li ke it checked to ensure it is accurate, please send it 
to me, I will be please to check it through for you! 
           Any way, that is probably enough for my ramblings, so let’s get on 
with the rest of the newsletter, oh, by the way, I can recommend the Mavis 
Beacon typing tutor software (see review later, if I have time to write it) as I 
am now up to about 35 words per minute! 



Hello again.  I can’t believe it’s been a whole year since I 
took over the job as editor of this magazine.  It’s incredible 
how time flies.  But already summer’s over and autumn is 
shortening our days.  It won’t be long before the festive 
season is here again.  Many of us wil l probably be hoping 

to get new software or hardware, or even a new computer.  With this in mind I 
quote a snippet I came across the other day. 

 
“Computing is the art of calculating the amount of time wasted and 

money spent in an attempt to master a machine with a mind of its own!”   
Though, being computer fans, I am sure this doesn’t put any of us off.  We just 
struggle on until we make sense of it all.  At last you master a programme.  It 
feels comfortable, even easy to use.  Then you buy the updated version, or a 
different make, and you’re back to square one  struggling!  Having been in 
this situation myself recently I decided to borrow a book from the library.  The 
following introduction nearly put me off for good! I quote -  

 
“The computer is as simple as a spacecraft, and who ever let an 

untrained spaceman loose?  You pick up a manual that weighs more than your 
birth-weight, open it and find its written in computerspeak.  You see messages 
on the screen that look like code and the thing even makes noises!  No wonder 
that you feel it’s your lucky day if everything goes right.  What do you do if 
everything goes wrong?  Give up?” 

 
No, we don’t give up.  We just go along to 

the Computer Club and all wil l be revealed.  How 
would we manage without Adrian and the Club?  
Thankyou, Adrian. 

 
I should li ke to finish up by saying thankyou to all 
members who have sent contributions to the 
newsletter.  It adds variety so please keep them 
rolling in.          Gwen 
 
(Thanks for the words of confidence Gwen and 
again, I would like to thank contributors, and Gwen 
in particular Adrian). 
 



           I can see that Tony Seager has hit both myself and Gwen this time, 
after fi nishing an article about Aili nk, I open the newsletter file to find some 
information already here. I have put my article first, written to try to introduce 
the program, then include Tony’s contribution at the end why can’t things 
always work like this?                    Adrian 

Ansible Loco Conversion 
 
           This is a program for all of you with a PC, and a pile of locoscript 
documents on 3.5” PCW discs that you can no longer read. As you will have 
discovered by now, there are two hurdles in your way: 
 
1)        The PC will refuse to read a PCW formatted disc 
2)        PCs cannot read the locoscript files 
 
           However, all is not lost. 
 
Loco Conversion, by Ansible (of Ansible Index fame) solves these problems 
quickly and easily, by allowing you to copy the files onto your PC, and then 
converting them into a format suitable for almost every piece of software you 
wil l every come across. (Please note that this is not the only piece of software 
offering transfer of fi les from PCW discs to PC, my personal favourite being 
the Creative Technology version as supplied with its ViewPoint graphic 
conversion software). 
 
To use Loco Conversion (properly called AiL ink): 
 
1.        Install the software, following the instructions supplied with it. 
2.        Go to your start menu, and find the entry  Start>Programs>Ansible 
Loco Conversion>Aili nk and click it. 
3.        The program will now start, and give you a blank screen as below: 
 

 
 

 
 



           Everything we need is contained in the four buttons at the top. 
 
4.        To copy the files from the PCW disc to the PC we first put the disc in 
the drive and then click the Copy button this launches a Dos program to 
perform the copying (sorry  can’t get a shot from Dos, so I took a photo  
hope it comes out alright). 



 
Ansible Information have launched a brand new data transfer program that 
wil l allow swift conversion from PCW format to PC format (RTF) 
 
Ail ink works with windows ’95 and Windows ’98. 
 
Ail ink works with Locoscript 1 through to loco 4. 
 
Personally I could not get it to work but Michael Bath soon got to grips for me 
 
It is available from David Langford  
Ansible Information 
94 London road 
READING  
Berks RG15AU 
 
Cost is £19.50 
Usual disclaimers etc 
Tony Seager  
 
 

           The first column gives the options for the disc in the drive, the second 
is the PC disc (normally the hard drive). I always use option 7 in the first 
column to copy from all groups on a disc, and usually select a temporary 
folder on the C: drive. After the files have been copied, press [Esc] to go back 
to the windows folder. 
 
5.        We now end up back at the Aili nk window, and this time select 
Convert. A standard windows window will open, to enable you to select where 
the fi les are  so go to the folder you save them in earlier. Then simply select 
Open, and the files will be converted for you. 
 
The conversion is pretty good, and will cope with any version of LocoScript 
documents, but you should always be aware that formatting will probably be 
lost  but this will probably be better than having to recreate a document 
completely from scratch. 
 
Adrian 



I take it you already know 
Of ‘tough’ and ‘bough’ and ‘cough’ and ‘dough’; 
Others may stumble, but not you 
On ‘hiccough’, ‘thorough’, ‘laugh’ and ‘through’ 
Well done! And now you wish perhaps 
To learn of less familiar traps. 
 
Beware of ‘heard’, a dreadful word 
That looks like ‘beard’ and sounds like ‘bird’ 
And ‘dead’. It’s said like ‘bed’, not ‘bead’  
(for goodness sake don�t call it ‘deed’!)  
Watch out for ‘meat’ and ‘great’ and ‘threat’  
They rhyme with ‘suite’ and ‘straight’ and ‘debt’  
 
A ‘moth’ is not a moth in ‘mother’ 
Nor ‘both’ in ‘bother’, ‘broth’ in ‘brother’  
And ‘here’ is not a match for ‘there’ 
Nor ‘dear’ and ‘fear’ for ‘bear’ and ‘pear’  
And then there’s ‘dose’ and ‘nose’ and ‘lose’ 
Just look them up  and ‘goose’ and ‘choose’. 
 
And ‘cork’ and ‘work’  and ‘card’ and ‘ward’  
And ‘font’ and ‘f ront’ and ‘ward’ and ‘sword’  
And ‘do’ and ‘go’ and ‘thwart’ and ‘cart’  
Come come we’ve hardly made a start 
A dreadful language? Man Alive 
I’d mastered it when I was five! 

 
(I do not know who wrote this originally  though I think it illustrates 
the wonderful language we have very well!)  
Adrian  



The list of subjects for future meetings currently looks as follows: 
 
13th October 00                   Introduction to Visual BASIC (Hands On?) 
10th November 00               Into to HTML  HANDS ON 
8th December 00                  General/Christmas Party 
12th January 01                    Backing Up  CD’s, Tapes, Zip etc 
9th February 01                    Word-processing  HANDS ON 
9th March 01                         Mail Merging (in Word/other)  HANDS ON 
13th April 01                         Databases stage 2  HANDS ON 
11th May 01                          Spreadsheets stage 2  HANDS ON 
8th June 01                            General 
13th July 01                          Word processing stage 2  HANDS ON 
10th August 01                     Desktop Publishing  HANDS ON 
14th September 01               Annual General Meeting 
12th October 01                    
9th November 01                  
14th December 01                 
 
Please note that meetings are subject to change by request, or to allow for 
developments in the computing world. Suggestions for meetings should be 
passed to Adrian as soon as possible please. 
 
 

A group of people were asked if computers were Male or Female Over the 
next few issues there will be some of their replies. 

 Reply from one lady ...............PC MUST be Masculine because in order to 
get their attention you have to turn them on! 

Tony Seager 



As I have said before, I try to keep track of this, but it is diff icult as I 
am given most of the information during club meetings, when I have 
too many other things to worry about. I am hoping to be a little more 
organised in future!!! 
           If you have an item for sale/wanted, please fill  in the section 
below (or write the same information on a separate piece of paper) and 
send it to me, or hand it to me at a meeting (now, why hadn’t I thought 
of that before?). 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _______________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: __________________________________________________ 
 
Is the item for sale, or wanted (please delete)?:        
FOR SALE   /    WANTED 
 
Description: _______________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Price wanted/Wil ling to pay:        £ ________________________ 
 
Date: ______________________________ 
 
Hopefully that will make my life a bit easier! 
 



How about a Puzzle Corner in the magazine? 
          It could contain thinking questions, simple maths. 
and /or trick questions. 
 
Here are some to start. 
 
1. Spot the fallacy: 
     Losing weight is just a matter of burning up more calories than you 
consume.  A calorie is the amount of heat required to raise the temperature of 
1 gram of water by 1 degree Celsius.  1 gram of water is the same as 1 cc (ml). 
     If we mix a gin and tonic, add plenty of ice to bring the volume up to 200 
cc and stir well, the mixture should be close to 0 degrees C.  To bring it up to 
body temperature (37 degrees C), requires 200 x 37 or 7400 calories. 
     The calorie counter shows gin a 100 calories per tot, tonic at 100 calories 
per mixer and water at 0 calories. 
     So, for every gin and tonic consumed, the body uses up 7200 calories and 
we should be able to sit around swigging the stuff all day and losing weight 
like  mad!  Why can�t we? 
 
2.  Button boxes:   
           There are three boxes, one containing 2 red buttons, one with 2 green 
buttons and the third with 1 red button and 1 green one.  The boxes are 
labelled RR, GG and RG. 
            However, the labels have been switched so that each box has the 
wrong label on it.  You may take one button at a time out of any box.  What is 
the smallest number of buttons needed to determine the contents of all three 
boxes? 
 
3.  Chickens: 
           If 100 chickens eat 100 bushels of grain in 100 days, how many 
bushels wil l 10 chickens eat in 10 days? 
 
Answers can be found later in the book. 
These puzzles were sent in by Derick Alliban.   
Do you know of any we can use? 



           As I said earlier in the newsletter, I have been attempting to learn to 
touch-type recently, and so has Liz (she needed to be able to for a college 
course). So the decision was made to purchase some software for the job  and 
so this was chosen, as it is widely held to be the best software for the job. 
           I will admit to having problems with tough typing, mainly because I am 
left handed, and a keyboard is definitely right handed (just look at the different 
numbers of keys for the hands if you don’t believe me). I have also always had 
trouble reaching the keys on my old keyboard  this has been greatly helped 
by the new MicroSoft Natural keyboard. 
           Anyway, back to the software. The whole idea of the software is that 
you are in a touch typing class, with many lessons to take part in (I tried to get 
a screenshot, but it wouldn’t work  sorry), these start off easy, showing you 
all of the keys, and get progressively harder, until you reach key combinations 
and words that would tax even the best typist. The software doesn’t just teach 
typing from the screen, there are lessons on dictation, and carried out via the 
supplied book. The lessons are interspersed with games, that are intended to 
speed up your typing, or force you to use a consistent rhythm. There is also a 
practise area, where you can copy text from a number of different subjects 
(my favourites being Science and Poetry  I have always li ked “The Owl and 
the Pussycat”, and it is one of the practice pieces!). 
           So, all in all I am very impressed with the software, but I do have a few 
niggles. 
1)        The graphics for the natural keyboard do not work right! 
2)        Some of the keys on the keyboard are not in the same place as on 
screen (it’ s an American program and an English keyboard  even this UK 
version of the software hasn’t got all of the keys in the right places). 
3)        If you make a mistake and correct it, it still counts as being incorrect  
often it is not possible to correct mistakes, or to work out where you are if you 
go wrong. 
4)        The lesson on number practice is most bizarre, as all it contains is the 
text NUMBER_PRACTISE  no numbers at all!!! 
 
           Perhaps I am just fussy, but some of the bugs in the software make it 
look more li ke a beta version than a final consumer version, but if you want to 
brush up your typing skill s, this is still an excellent program. 
 



Adding a Hotmail Account to Outlook Express 
 

           Many of us have a number of different e-mail accounts, often including 
at least one hotmail account, as this can be easily accessed from any PC with 
internet access. In order to make li fe easier, Microsoft have allowed the latest 
versions of Outlook to access the hotmail accounts, so that all your e-maili ng 
can be done from the one place. 

 
Please note, this only works with the following versions of Outlook 
Express: 
 
Windows 95:             versions         5        5.01     5.5 
Windows 98:             versions        5         5.01     5.5 
Windows 98 (2nd):   versions        5         5.01     5.5 
Windows 2000:        versions        5.01    5.5 
Windows NT4:        versions        5         5.01     5.5 
 
To find out which version of Outlook Express you have, from within the 
program go to Help>About Microsoft Outlook Express, a screen similar  
to that below will appear: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



The first digits of the circled number gives the version  this is 5.00. 
 
Click OK to close the Window. If you do not have the correct version, tr y 
to find it on a magazine cover disc (.net by Future Publishing usually has 
latest version of Internet Explorer and Outlook Express on it), as this is a 
lot cheaper than downloading from the Microsoft website! 
 
These instructions assume that you already have a Hotmail account  if not, 
and you would like one, you can sign up at http://www.homail.com 
 
 
To add a Hotmail account to Outlook Express 
 
1.        If it is not already running, start up Outlook Express. 
 
2.        Go to Tools>Accounts 
 
3.        Click Add, and then select Mail  from the list 
 
4.        In the Display name box enter your name as you wish it to appear. 
           Click Next 
 
5.           In the E-mail address box enter your hotmail address (e.g. mine is 

thecompclub@hotmail.com), then click Next 
 
6.           In the next window (shown below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



              Enter the following information: 
 
              My incoming mail server is a select HTTP from the drop down list. 
 
              In the incoming mail server box enter: 
 
              http://services.msn.com/svcs/hotmail/httpmail.asp 
 
              Then click Next 
 
7.           In the next window, in the Account name box enter yout Hotmail 

account name (do not include the @hotmail.com part!). 
 
              Also, enter your Password in the Password box, click Next (You wil l 

probably get an error message telling you that the account name does 
not appear to be vaild, and asking if you want to use it anyway  
click Yes) and then click Finish. 

 
8.           The account you have just added should be highlighted in the Mail  

window  click it to select it, and then click Properties. 
 
9.           In the top box of the next window will be the address you entered in 

step 6 (This is also stored elsewhere as the server  the name here is 
just what your computer refers to it as, so it makes sense to make it 
recognizable). You can delete this and put in anything you want  I 
would suggest replacing it with your hotmail address, e.g. 
thecompclub@hotmail.com, so that you know it is that account 
(useful i f you have more than one hotmail account). 

 
10.         Click Close, and at the prompt to download folders form the mail 

server that you added, click Yes. Hopefull y your hotmail account 
should be easily visible from within Outlook Express  making it 
much more flexible!. 

 
              Please note that while you are accessing your Hotmail account, an 

advertising bar appears at the bottom of the Outlook Express 
window  I can find no way of getting rid of this, but it goes 
automatically as soon as you click a folder that is not based on the 
hotmail account (this will  make more sense when you see it I can 
assure you!). 

 



The majority of this information can be found on the Microsoft 
website at http://www.microsoft.com, as article Q220852.  
 
You may find that you will have to change your hotmail password if 
it contains anything other than alphanumeric characters. 
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           Yet again I feel the need to warn people about viruses, and some 
simple precautions that you can take to ensure that you are able to recover 
from any computing set back. Over the last couple of months I have been 
incredible worried about the amount of time people are putting into looking 
after their computers  after all they are an expensive investment, li ke a car  
and therefore do need a certain amount of time spent looking after them. If  
you establish a routine, this needn’t take more than a few minutes a week, and 
could save hours of work recreating files when something goes disastrously 
wrong (not if  with computers it is certain that something will go wrong 
before too long). I do not have the space here to give detailed instructions on 
every one of the precautions, but will endeavour to produce some information 
over the next few months. 
 
Listed below are some of the things I feel most important, including the 
effects you may notice if you do not follow the advice. 
 
1)           Keeping an up-to-date virus scanner running (I recommend McAfee 

Virus Scan, or Norton AntiV irus for this  both have updates freely 
available on the internet, and wil l catch most viruses that you care to 
name). This will run in the background at all times, protecting you 
from viruses on discs, or in e-mails or on the internet. You should 
also regularly do a full scan of every fi le on your system, to ensure 
that nothing has slipped by  this may take a while (about 45 minutes 
on my computer), but is well worth the effort. You should update 
your virus scanner as often as possible, but at least once a month 
(with over 1000 new viruses a month, it is obvious why this is 
important). 

 
              Effect:         You may be very lucky and never see a virus, or you may 

be unlucky. Viruses come in many forms (not to mention worms, 
tojans etc  I am classing them all as viruses here for simplicit y), 
some just display a message on a certain date each month, others 
corrupt files and make the system unusable, in extreme cases they 
can completely reformat your hard-drive, or the BIOS (the part of the 
computer that tells it what to do when you switch it on), making your 
computer unusable, and losing all of your files and programs. 



 
2)           Keep a “rescue disc” ready for use if necessary. Windows itself  

provides the method for doing this, it really is not hard! It will take a 
matter of minutes, but wil l save a lot of effort if something goes 
wrong. The first step is to find a new, blank floppy disc, and put it in 
you A: drive. Now, go to My Computer, click the A: drive Icon, the 
right click it, and select Format from the menu, from the format menu 
that appears, ensure you select Full format at the top, and Copy 
system files to disc at the bottom of the menu (not the copy system 
files only option). This will ensure that the disc is capable of booting 
the computer if  necessary. The next step is to go to Control Panel, 
and select Add/Remove Programs. Select the third tab at the top of 
the menu (Startup disc), and then click the button to “Create Startup 
disc”, then follow the instructions given on screen (wen asked to 
insert a disc, ensure that the one you have just formatted is in the 
drive). Then write protect the disc by sliding the tab in the lower 
corner of the disc, exposing the hole (there should now be two holes 
along the bottom edge of the disc)  and then put it in a safe place 
until it is needed. 

 
              Effect:         This will make no difference to your system as long as 

everything goes alright  as soon as something goes horribly wrong 
you will need the disc! 

 
3)           If you have any way of backing up files (Tape drive, Zip drive, 

LS120, CR-R etc  not floppies!) do it! Any documents you create 
are worth backing up if nothing else. It is also important to regularly 
backup the registry and other windows files  again Microsoft have 
made allowances for this, with the ERU program, which can be found 
on the Windows CD-ROM  simply copy the program from the CD 
onto your C drive, and then run it! Running it once a week will  
ensure that you always have a fairly recent copy of the fil es if you 
should need them  it is worth running the program twice, once to 
save the whole lot onto the hard drive, and then again, saving fi les to 
a floppy disc  again, keep it safe! 

 
              You may li ke to add the ERU program to your scheduled tasks list  

but ensure you set it to run at a time that the PC will be switched on, 
or the program will never be run. 

 
4)           Invest in software such as First Aid or Nuts and Bolts (both by 



Network Associates)  this runs in the background keeping 
everything running smoothly, and checks files etc as you use them 
(note this does not check for viruses). It is also wise to run a full 
check occasionally, to ensure nothing has gone wrong (you will be 
amazed at the number of problems it will find and fix), and to put it 
right if  it has. For the investment (again these can often be found on 
cover discs) they are well worth it, and allow my computer to keep 
running, even when serious things have gone wrong. 

 
5)           Be careful! 
 
There are many other things that can be done to help to keep your PC running 
smoothly at all times, but I feel that these are the most important. If you would 
like more information regarding your particular computer, please ask! 
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